Waypoint Notes

	Waypoint 
	Brief Description / Remarks 

	
	

	Merville Battery 
	Gun emplacements, put out of action on D Day 

Interesting site, good audio visual display 

	
	

	Pegasus Bridge
	Liberated by airborne forces, The ‘ Café’ , 1st place to be liberated in France, Museum to Airborne operation, Well worth visit. Centaur Tank overlooks Canal 

	
	

	Ranville Cemetery
	CWGC Cemetery,  mainly Airborne casualties from the Eastern Flank

	
	

	51st Highland Memorial 
	Memorial to 51st Highland Division, scene of heavy fighting to secure and maintain the high ground protecting the East Flank. Nearby viewpoint overlooking start line for Operation Goodwood.

	
	

	Bannerville Cemetery 
	CWGC Cemetery, Mainly casualties from Operations Goodwood and Totalise 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	Operation Goodwood 

	
	

	Operation Goodwood 

VP 1 to 4
	Attempt to capture Caen from East and advance south towards Falaise. Major tank battle, heavy allied tank casualties,  approx 400 tanks lost in 3 days. Difficult to trace route on ground, need prior research and good large scale map of area to follow line of advance and points of action, Noted way points are suggested viewpoints. VP 3 Railway embankment ( disused) note narrow access point under bridge for advance of tanks. Note distant ridge line dominated by Germans and Anti Tank Guns  


	
	

	Operation Totalise
	Point of furthest advance for British forces on Left Flank for initial phase of operation Totalise, Canadian lead operation advancing by night ( 1st major night advance and battle by Allies ) , St Aignan de Cramsesnil scene of successful defense against strong and determined counter attack, Heavy Polish Armoured losses and nearby the final battle of Michael Whitman,  German Tank Ace who was killed.

Strongly Recommended reading 

Tank :- by Ken Tout

A Fine Night for Tanks :-  also by Ken Tout 

Note the area referred to as the Petit Ravine and walk the area after reading one or both of Ken’s Books, can be rather moving. Possible to trace his involvement and position on the day.

	
	

	Canadian Cemetery 
	CWGC Cemetery, Mainly Casualties from Operations Totalise, Tractable and the Closing of the Falaise Pocket 

	
	

	
	Polish Cemetery ( not waymarked ) worth a visit,  Mainly Casualties from Operations Totalise, Tractable and the Closing of the Falaise Pocket. Note the different and bolder style of memorial, very moving.

	
	

	Falaise Carpark, 
	Carpark adjacent tourist office, Falaise Castle, William Conqueror’s birth place, Good lunch stop and tourist center.  Surrounded by good biking roads. 

	
	

	
	Falaise Pocket 

	
	

	
	Scene of destruction of large element of retreating German Army at end of Normandy Campaign, has become a major point of controversy of how successful the destruction was between American and British historians and the respective armies efforts to close or ‘fail ‘ to close the ‘net’   

	
	

	Canadian Memorial 
	Memorial noting capture of approx 800 German Prisoners by small Canadian Unit, M3 halftrack on display 

	
	

	Bridge 01
	One of the final bridges open to retreating German Army


	
	

	Fording Point 
	One of the final river crossing points open to retreating German Army, note narrow width of approach lane, choked full at the time with German casualties dead and wounded, including their mainly horse drawn transport thus also full of  horses either dead or dying. 

	
	

	
	Note how close these last two points are, showing the final width of the available escape route

	
	

	Major Currie VC 
	Memorial to Major Currie and his unit who fought a desperate battle to seal the pocket.

	
	

	Memorial De Montormel
	Most Impressive Polish Memorial and small museum. Scene of desperate and some of the fiercest and heaviest fighting in the area. Polish Army cut off and surrounded. Only relieved after further bitter fighting. 

Good view of Falaise pocket and countryside below.

	
	

	
	The area of the ‘Falaise Pocket’ is now one of attractive countryside, with good biking roads to be ridden at leisure 

	
	

	Sword Beach

( Keffer Memorial )
	Memorial to French Marines , Overlooks sword Beach 

	
	

	
	Bunker Museum ( not way marked but difficult to miss ) 

Worth a visit 

	
	

	
	Follow the coast road, several tanks on display as Memorials ( not way marked yet ) 

	
	

	
	Douvres ( not way marked ) German Radar Site and Museum 

	
	

	Courselles
	DD Tank,( swimming tank )  note propellers 

	
	Juno Beach Museum 

	
	

	AVRE Tank 
	AVRE ( Armoured Vehicle Royal Engineers ) Based on Churchill tank, specialist Armour used by 79th Armour Division in specific roles and tasks to overcome and defeat obstacles, strongpoints, bridge trenches, streams, destroy pill boxes. If interested in 79th Division, visit Bovington Tank Museum beforehand. 


	
	

	Green Howard’s Memorial 
	Memorial to Green Howards, Excellent Sculpture of a typical PBI ( Poor Bloody Infantryman ) depicted tired, reflective and respectful at end of D Day, 

	
	

	Creully 
	Furthest point of advance on D Day for 4/7th Dragon Guards Note their Memorial, Château base for BBC Broadcast. Smaller Château ( as viewed from main Château) was Monty’s base for campaign. The Area Cruelly, Crepon, Bayeux was major logistical base for British/Canadians.

	
	

	Bayeaux
	Home of ‘the’ Tapestry’. CWGC Cemetery and Memorial. Largest CWGC Cemetery in Normandy, note relatively high number of German Graves contained, again very respectful and poignant 

Nearby museum, whilst worth visiting, now a shadow of former self.

	
	

	Mulberry 01
	Good viewpoint of Mulberry Harbour remains, best viewed at low tide.

	
	

	Arromanches  
	Good Museum, note remains of harbour. Circular Cinema screen nearby, note nearby Sherman Tank overlooking Town. Good Lunch Stop. Good biker’s hotel nearby as a base to tour area.

	
	

	Guns
	Gun emplacements at Longues, complete with guns quietly rusting away, note/don’t miss observation bunker near cliff top. Climb an emplacement, note how close Bayeux is. Illustrates shallow depth of allied bridgehead. 

	
	

	American Cemetery
	Cemetery containing all American dead from campaign not repatriated. Very moving. New Information center now open

	
	

	Omaha Beach
	What can one say, Saving Private Ryan says it all. Note how tranquil and beautiful it is now ( as is Utah ). Memorials and bunkers too many to mention, worth spending time exploring at leisure. Note cliffs and limited access inland from beach which hindered initial landings and advance inland. 

	
	

	Pont du Hoc
	American ranger’s Monument, German Bunkers, Gun positions, landscape left basically as ‘found’ on D Day. Interesting, well worth visiting. Note Cliff erosion and effect on Monument. Small information center recently opened.

	
	

	German Cemetery La-Cambe
	Very somber cemetery, completely different style and manner to CWGC. Most moving. Note large number of un-identified graves. Final resting place of Michael Wittman. Good informative center nearby. 

	
	

	Cemetery Jerusalem 
	Smallest CWGC Cemetery in Normandy

	
	

	Criscot
	Scene of heavy fighting by 4/7th Dragoon Guards

	
	

	Lingevres
	Scene of heavy fighting by 4/7th Dragoon Guards

	
	

	Memorial Typhoon Pilots
	Memorial to all Typhoon Pilots who died in support of ground troops and operations in Normandy

	
	

	49 Div Memorial 
	Neat, impressive memorial to 49th Division, listing all member regiments and arms, worth visiting, particularly in early morning when dawn sun highlights white stone of memorial.

CWGC cemetery opposite, again note German graves contained therein and difference in their ages to commonwealth troops. Casualties mainly from Operation Epsom and action to capture hill 112 

	
	

	Hill 112
	Scene of some of the most bitter fighting of the campaign, indeed it may be compare in a way to the Somme or Verdun. We tend to forget that for a long time the battle for Normandy was basically one of attrition and possible stagnation with visions of the western front emerging. Walk along the track to top of hill and original memorial ( under pylon) and note just how extensive the view over Caen is, hence importance of this feature.  For research look up and examine operation Epsom.

	
	

	Aunay sur Odon
	Visit plague and read what ‘liberation’ cost the inhabitants of this town. Note the date of rebuilding, ( date plaques on various buildings ) some 6 to 8 years after the war. If possible seek out photos of town pre-war and then immediately post liberation, ( try bar in Hotel La Place ) very sobering. The total destruction of this town being typical of the area and battle front.

	
	

	Caen Museum 
	La Memorial Caen, brilliant museum and experience center, tracing 20th century conflict and hopes for peace, must be visited


	101st Memorial
	Memorial to 101 Airborne 

	
	

	St Mere Englise
	Ist town to be liberated by Americans, Parachutist still ‘adorns’ Church, Good museum, Note stained glass memorial windows in Church dedicated to liberators. Good lunch stop

	
	

	Utah Beach

 La Clarc Memorial 
	Memorial to La Clarc, 

Note nearby museum and American Memorials.

	
	

	Utah Beach Bunkers
	Remains of German Bunkers, note original writing on wall to main gun enclosure, 

Translated ‘always ready  to fire ‘

Note off shore island ‘not’ defended by Germans and yet it ‘guards’ the landing beach

	
	

	Battery Crisbecq
	Inland Army Bunker complex Note collapsed bunker, worth visiting. Note views to coast.

	
	

	Battery Azeville
	Inland Army Bunker complex, worth visiting 

	
	

	Iron Mike Memorial 
	Memorial to ‘Iron Mike’ and the American airborne forces who defended this important causeway and flank and area against counter attacks, thus protecting the landing beaches. Note at the time most of the landscape you can see was under water except the roadway.

	
	

	507 Memorial
	Memorial to 507th, important defensive position for American Forces. 


